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"I highly recommend this book to all members of the bench and bar. . . . [It] would have been of immense
value to me as a lawyer, attorney general, and supreme court justice. It historically depicts in flesh-and-blood
images the litigators and jurists who participated in formulating the rules of law that govern in Florida
today."--Richard W. Ervin, chief justice of the Supreme Court of Florida, 1969-1971

"This major and outstanding work . . . establishes a lofty standard for state high court histories."--Stephen C.
O’Connell, chief justice of the Supreme Court of Florida, 1967; president of the University of Florida, 1967-
73

"A thoughtful, meticulously researched examination of the Florida judicial system's evolution."--Kenneth W.
Starr, solicitor general of the United States, 1989-1993

This is the first in-depth history of the Florida territorial courts, the Supreme Court of Florida, and the judges
of both from 1821 to 1917, the golden age of state constitutional law. 

 The Supreme Court of Florida and its territorial predecessors often were at the center of leading political,
social, and economic controversies. By examining the court's opinions on issues such as slavery, internal
improvements, and business regulation, the authors reveal the way the court shaped and was shaped by the
competing interests that transformed Florida. Court efforts at the same time to define the scope of each
branch of government reveal the ways that political power influenced the court's work.

 Virtually all jurists on the appellate courts during the era held other prominent positions in business or
government. The biographies of these men--usually the most extensive accounts ever written--include their
background and accomplishments as well as weaknesses, and demonstrate that their political and legal
philosophies often overlapped significantly. 

  The book presents the facts of such controversial issues as the court's role in Florida's political Redemption
after the Civil War and its efforts to ensure access to the court system by African-Americans. At a time when
the courts are poised to assume greater responsibilities, this work reveals the challenges faced by an earlier
court in arbitrating constitutional struggles over power and liberty.

Walter W. Manley, II, professor of business administration at Florida State University, has been a visiting
professor at Oxford and Cambridge universities. He is the author of five books, including Critical Issues in
Business Conduct: Legal, Ethical and Social Challenges for the 1990s.

E. Canter Brown, Jr., historian in residence at the Tampa Bay History Center, is the author of numerous
books, including Ossian Bingley Hart, Florida’s Loyalist Reconstruction Governor and Florida's Peace
River Frontier (UPF, 1991).

Eric W. Rise, assistant professor of criminal justice at the University of Delaware, is the author of several
books, including The Martinsville Seven: Race, Rape, and Capital Punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Supreme Court
of Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1917, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Daniel Miller:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Supreme Court of Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1917.

Ester Beckles:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Supreme Court of Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1917 the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Supreme Court of
Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1917 giving you yet another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Wayne McKnight:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Supreme Court of Florida
and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1917 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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