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In a world supposedly governed by ruthless survival of the fittest, why do we see acts of goodness in both
animals and humans? This problem plagued Charles Darwin in the 1850s as he developed his theory of
evolution through natural selection. Indeed, Darwin worried that the goodness he observed in nature could be
the Achilles heel of his theory. Ever since then, scientists and other thinkers have engaged in a fierce debate
about the origins of goodness that has dragged politics, philosophy, and religion into what remains a major
question for evolutionary biology.

The Altruism Equation traces the history of this debate from Darwin to the present through an extraordinary
cast of characters-from the Russian prince Petr Kropotkin, who wanted to base society on altruism, to the
brilliant biologist George Price, who fell into poverty and succumbed to suicide as he obsessed over the
problem. In a final surprising turn, William Hamilton, the scientist who came up with the equation that
reduced altruism to the cold language of natural selection, desperately hoped that his theory did not apply to
humans.

Hamilton's Rule, which states that relatives are worth helping in direct proportion to their blood relatedness,
is as fundamental to evolutionary biology as Newton's laws of motion are to physics. But even today,
decades after its formulation, Hamilton's Rule is still hotly debated among those who cannot accept that
goodness can be explained by a simple mathematical formula. For the first time, Lee Alan Dugatkin brings to
life the people, the issues, and the passions that have surrounded the altruism debate. Readers will be swept
along by this fast-paced tale of history, biography, and scientific discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Altruism Equation: Seven
Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness to read.

Jennifer McNab:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists
Search for the Origins of Goodness as your daily resource information.

Tara Scribner:

Often the book The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Altruism Equation: Seven
Scientists Search for the Origins of Goodness is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Betty Bass:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Altruism Equation: Seven Scientists Search for the Origins of
Goodness why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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