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Any resemblance of the hardscrabble Southern Illinois community of Granite City, with its teeming, carbon-
belching steel mills, to Heaven, is purely coincidental. But it looked like the Pearlie Gates to the Hungarian,
Armenian, Yugoslavian and Macedonian immigrants, who left behind genocide and oppression, intent on
building a better life for their families. Perceptions die hard and the impression of the inhabitants of the
Lincoln Place "ghetto", the wrong side of the Granite City tracks, was not a good one.Enter the Men of
Granite. Athletics can be a powerful agent for change in society and the weapon of choice for a determined
group of young men from Lincoln Place was basketball. They were weaned on the sport at the Lincoln Place
Center, a settlement house built by their parents with materials provided by the steel mills. They mastered the
game by playing it, day after day, hour after hour. They learned discipline at the hands of the master,
bespectacled mighty-mite Sophia Prather, a former school teacher who considered her work at Lincoln Place
Center a higher calling.Although the sons of Lincoln Place Center played the game at a high skill level, their
ascension to the Granite City High School basketball team wasn't a given. The old school perception was that
basketball was an American game and foreigners didn't have the "essentials" necessary to succeed. It took an
athlete with the stature of Andy Phillip, born Andras Fulop of sturdy Hungarian stock, to debunk that
notion.Phillip, who would go on to star for the University of Illinois' "Whiz Kids" and play 11 years in the
NBA, was a Granite City starter from the time he was a sophomore. He opened the eyes of Granite City's
basketball coach, and eventually opened doors to the untapped wealth of basketball talent from Lincoln
Place. By Phillip's senior year, all five starters - the Hungarian, two Armenians, a Yugoslav and a
Macedonian - were products of Lincoln Place. They were an unorthodox and superstitious lot
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Men of Granite?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Patricia Bush:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Men of Granite book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Men of Granite content conveys
prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Men of Granite is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Jamie Treat:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Men of Granite is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Molly Maldonado:

Beside this Men of Granite in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Men of Granite because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from currently!
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