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We commonly think of the psychedelic sixties as an explosion of creative energy and freedom that arose in
direct revolt against the social restraint and authoritarian hierarchy of the early Cold War years. Yet, as Fred
Turner reveals in The Democratic Surround, the decades that brought us the Korean War and communist
witch hunts also witnessed an extraordinary turn toward explicitly democratic, open, and inclusive ideas of
communication and with them new, flexible models of social order. Surprisingly, he shows that it was this
turn that brought us the revolutionary multimedia and wild-eyed individualism of the 1960s counterculture.

In this prequel to his celebrated book From Counterculture to Cyberculture, Turner rewrites the history of
postwar America, showing how in the 1940s and ’50s American liberalism offered a far more radical social
vision than we now remember. Turner tracks the influential mid-century entwining of Bauhaus aesthetics
with American social science and psychology. From the Museum of Modern Art in New York to the New
Bauhaus in Chicago and Black Mountain College in North Carolina, Turner shows how some of the most
well-known artists and intellectuals of the forties developed new models of media, new theories of
interpersonal and international collaboration, and new visions of an open, tolerant, and democratic self in
direct contrast to the repression and conformity associated with the fascist and communist movements. He
then shows how their work shaped some of the most significant media events of the Cold War, including
Edward Steichen’s Family of Man exhibition, the multimedia performances of John Cage, and, ultimately,
the psychedelic Be-Ins of the sixties. Turner demonstrates that by the end of the 1950s this vision of the
democratic self and the media built to promote it would actually become part of the mainstream, even
shaping American propaganda efforts in Europe.

Overturning common misconceptions of these transformational years, The Democratic Surround shows just
how much the artistic and social radicalism of the sixties owed to the liberal ideals of Cold War America, a
democratic vision that still underlies our hopes for digital media today.
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From reader reviews:

Jess Cooke:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Democratic Surround: Multimedia and American Liberalism
from World War II to the Psychedelic Sixties.

James Martin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually The Democratic Surround: Multimedia and American Liberalism from World War
II to the Psychedelic Sixties.

Scott Fisher:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The The Democratic Surround: Multimedia and American Liberalism from World War II to the
Psychedelic Sixties offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Kenneth Rogers:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Democratic Surround:
Multimedia and American Liberalism from World War II to the Psychedelic Sixties to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the
guide The Democratic Surround: Multimedia and American Liberalism from World War II to the
Psychedelic Sixties can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what



must you're doing of this time.
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