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One of the most momentous stories of the last century is China’s rise from a self-satisfied, anti-modern,
decaying society into a global power that promises to one day rival the United States. Chiang Kai-shek, an
autocratic, larger-than-life figure, dominates this story. A modernist as well as a neo-Confucianist, Chiang
was a man of war who led the most ancient and populous country in the world through a quarter century of
bloody revolutions, civil conflict, and wars of resistance against Japanese aggression.

In 1949, when he was defeated by Mao Zedong—his archrival for leadership of China—he fled to Taiwan,
where he ruled for another twenty-five years. Playing a key role in the cold war with China, Chiang
suppressed opposition with his “white terror,” controlled inflation and corruption, carried out land reform,
and raised personal income, health, and educational levels on the island. Consciously or not, he set the stage
for Taiwan’s evolution of a Chinese model of democratic modernization.

Drawing heavily on Chinese sources including Chiang’s diaries, The Generalissimo provides the most lively,
sweeping, and objective biography yet of a man whose length of uninterrupted, active engagement at the
highest levels in the march of history is excelled by few, if any, in modern history. Jay Taylor shows a man
who was exceedingly ruthless and temperamental but who was also courageous and conscientious in matters
of state. Revealing fascinating aspects of Chiang’s life, Taylor provides penetrating insight into the dynamics
of the past that lie behind the struggle for modernity of mainland China and its relationship with Taiwan.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

The book The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern
China (Belknap Press)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Irma Hughes:

The book with title The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press)
has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Arthur Furr:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China
(Belknap Press).

Diane Lomas:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek
and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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