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We all know about the birds and the bees, but what about the ancient placoderm fishes and the dinosaurs?
The history of sex is as old as life itself—and as complicated and mysterious. And despite centuries of study
there is always more to know. In 2008, paleontologist John A. Long and a team of researchers revealed their
discovery of a placoderm fish fossil, known as “the mother fish,” which at 380 million years old revealed the
oldest vertebrate embryo—the earliest known example of internal fertilization. As Long explains, this find
led to the reexamination of countless fish fossils and the discovery of previously undetected embryos. As a
result, placoderms are now considered to be the first species to have had intimate sexual reproduction or sex
as we know it—sort of.
 
Inspired by this incredible find, Long began a quest to uncover the paleontological and evolutionary history
of copulation and insemination. In The Dawn of the Deed, he takes readers on an entertaining and lively tour
through the sex lives of ancient fish and exposes the unusual mating habits of arthropods, tortoises, and even
a well-endowed (16.5 inches!) Argentine Duck. Long discusses these significant discoveries alongside what
we know about reproductive biology and evolutionary theory, using the fossil record to provide a
provocative account of prehistoric sex. The Dawn of the Deed also explores fascinating revelations about
animal reproduction, from homosexual penguins to monogamous seahorses to the difficulties of dinosaur
romance and how sexual organs in ancient shark-like fishes actually relate to our own sexual anatomy.
 
The Dawn of the Deed is Long’s own story of what it’s like to be a part of a discovery that rewrites
evolutionary history as well as an absolutely rollicking guide to sex throughout the ages in the animal
kingdom. It’s natural history with a naughty wink.
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From reader reviews:

Julian Loredo:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Dawn of the Deed: The Prehistoric Origins of Sex.

Margie Sutton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Dawn of the Deed: The
Prehistoric Origins of Sex book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Barbara Corbin:

This book untitled The Dawn of the Deed: The Prehistoric Origins of Sex to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Duane Vega:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Dawn of the Deed: The Prehistoric
Origins of Sex or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes The Dawn of the Deed: The Prehistoric Origins of Sex to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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