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In the early 1900s Joseph Veizer's family and many others from farming villages in northeast Hungary
immigrated to a unique ethnic neighborhood in Granite City, Illinois, a new city and a suburb of St. Louis
that was known at the time as "The Little Pittsburgh of the Midwest." Hungarians, Bulgarians, Armenians,
Mexicans, Macedonians and others lived together in Lincoln Place (originally known as "Hungary Hollow")
and worked together for several generations in factories that were within walking distance of their homes.
This book is a memoir of my own Veizer family, my search into their past in Granite City and in Kompolt,
Hungary, and eight short fictions inspired by my father, my family, and the Lincoln Place community. Also
included are two documents translated from Hungarian that connect Lincoln Place and Kompolt. This book
is also about the neighborhood itself, how it evolved and how each ethnic group contributed to it. I have
integrated vibrant voices from this past, voices which I discovered in interviews of Lincoln Place residents
conducted by students in an oral history at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville about fifteen years ago.
These interviews, articles from the Granite City Press-Record and elsewhere, and my own memories of
stories my father told me helped me to present some of the history of this community through its triumphs
and tragedies and everyday experiences. One of the community's triumphs will be depicted in "The Boys of
Lincoln Place," a Hollywood movie that has been in the making for several years and will be produced in the
next year or so. The movie, based on a book by Dan Manoyan entitled "Men of Granite," is a dramatization
of the events surrounding Granite City's surprising victory in the 1940 Illinois State Basketball
Championship. Seven boys from Lincoln Place who had grown up during the Great Depression learned to
play basketball in the neighborhood community house, which was presided over for twelve hours a day by a
stern but loving woman named Sophie Prather, often called "The Little Mother of Lincoln Place." The team,
led by a Hungarian boy whose parents came from the same village my grandparents came from, won out
over 750 other teams. Andy Philip (Andig Fulop in Hungarian) went on to star at the University of Illinois
and in the NBA, ultimately earning a place in the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts.
Since my father was the leader of the Boy Scout troop most of the players belonged to and also the city
alderman representing Lincoln Place at the time, I grew up listening to their many victories on the court and
in Boy Scout competitions. Nowadays the term "melting pot" is viewed as quaint and is sometimes
disparaged. Perhaps "gumbo" is a better term. The numerous ingredients of Lincoln Place did keep their
distinct flavors as in a gumbo, but they also melted into proud Americans who knew when to stand together
for the good of their community and their new country. I hope this book captures some of their spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A
Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Redd:

Beside this particular VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City
to Kompolt because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and read it from today!

Christopher Hannah:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search:
Granite City to Kompolt was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Kurt Rose:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to
Kompolt can make you really feel more interested to read.
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