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Destroyed yet paradoxically preserved by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79, Pompeii and other
nearby sites are usually considered places where we can most directly experience the daily lives of ancient
Romans.  Rather than present these sites as windows to the past, however, the authors of The Last Days of
Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection explore Pompeii as a modern obsession, in which the
Vesuvian sites function as mirrors of the present. Through cultural appropriation and projection, outstanding
visual and literary artists of the last three centuries have made the ancient catastrophe their own, expressing
contemporary concerns in diverse media—from paintings, prints, and sculpture, to theatrical performances,
photography, and film. This lavishly illustrated volume—featuring the works of artists such as Piranesi,
Fragonard, Kaufmann, Ingres, Chassériau, and Alma-Tadema, as well as Duchamp, Dalí, Rothko,
Rauschenberg, and Warhol—surveys the legacy of Pompeii in the modern imagination under the three
overarching rubrics of decadence, apocalypse, and resurrection. 

Decadence investigates the perception of Pompeii as a site of impending and well-deserved doom due to the
excesses of the ancient Romans, such as paganism, licentiousness, greed, gluttony, and violence. The
catastrophic demise of the Vesuvian sites has become inexorably linked with the understanding of antiquity,
turning Pompeii into a fundamental allegory for Apocalypse, to which all subsequent disasters (natural or
man-made) are related, from the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 to Hiroshima, Nagasaki, 9/11, and
Hurricane Katrina. Resurrection examines how Pompeii and the Vesuvian cities have been reincarnated in
modern guise through both scientific archaeology and fantasy, as each successive cultural reality
superimposed its values and ideas on the distant past. 

An exhibition of the same name will be on view at the Getty Villa from September 12, 2012, through
January 7, 2013; at the Cleveland Museum of Art from February 24 through May 19, 2013; and at the Musée
national des beaux-arts du Québec from June 13 through November 8, 2013.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

The guide untitled The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

James Stover:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Last Days of
Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence,
Apocalypse, Resurrection become your personal starter.

Virginia Benoit:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse,
Resurrection. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Scott Harrington:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Last Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Last
Days of Pompeii: Decadence, Apocalypse, Resurrection. You can more desirable than now.
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