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Religion in America is up for sale. The products range from a plethora of merchandise in questionable taste--
such as Bible-based diet books (More of Jesus. Less of Me), Rapture T-shirts (one features a basketball game
with half its players disappearing in the Rapture--the caption is "Fast Break"), and bumper stickers and
Frisbees with inspirational messages--to the unabashed consumerism of Jim Bakker's Heritage USA, a
grandiose Christian theme park with giant water slide, shopping mall, and office complex. We tend to think
of these phenomena--which also include a long line of multimillionaire televangelists and the almost manic
promotion of Christmas giving--as a fairly recent development. But as R. Laurence Moore points out in
Selling God, religion has been deeply involved in our commercial culture since the beginning of the
nineteenth century.
In a sweeping, colorful history that spans over two centuries of American culture, Moore examines the role
of religion in the marketplace, revealing how religious leaders have borrowed (and invented) commercial
practices to promote religion--and how business leaders have borrowed (and invented) religion to promote
commerce. It is a book peopled by a fascinating roster of American originals, including showman P.T.
Barnum and circuit rider Lorenzo Dow, painter Frederick Church and dime novelist Ned Buntline, Sylvester
Graham (inventor of the Graham cracker) and the "Poughkeepsie Seer" Andrew Jackson Davis, film
directors D.W. Griffith and Cecil B. DeMille, Norman Vincent Peale and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. Moore
paints insightful portraits of figures such as Mason Locke Weems (Weems's marriage of aggressive
marketing and a moral mission--in such bloody, violent tales as The Drunkard's Looking Glass or God's
Revenge Against Adultery--was an important starting point of America's culture industry), religious orator
George Whitefield (who transformed church services into mass entertainment, using his acting talents to
enthrall vast throngs of people), and Dwight Moody, a former salesman for a boot-and-shoe operation who
founded a religious empire centered on the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago (and who advertised his
meetings in the entertainment pages of the newspaper). Moore also shows how the Mormons pioneered
leisure activities (Brigham Young built the famed Salt Lake Theater, seating 1,500 people, months before
work on the Tabernacle started), how Henry Ward Beecher helped the ardent Protestant became the
consummate consumer (explicitly justifying the building of expensive mansions, and the collecting of art and
antique furniture, as the proper tendencies of pious men), and how the First Amendment, in denying religious
groups the status and financial solvency of a state church, forced them to compete in the marketplace for the
attention of Americans: religious leaders could either give in to the sway of the market or watch their
churches die.
Ranging from the rise of gymnasiums and "muscular Christianity," to the creation of the Chautauqua
movement (blending devotional services with concerts, fireworks, bonfires, and humorous lectures), to Oral
Robert's "Blessing Pacts" and L. Ron Hubbard's Church of Scientology, Selling God provides both
fascinating social history and an insightful look at religion in America.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Pacheco:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture. Try
to make the book Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture as your buddy. It means that
it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Donna Sedillo:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Selling God: American Religion in the
Marketplace of Culture. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Brenda Seddon:

Here thing why this particular Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of
Culture giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Selling
God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture in e-book can be your substitute.

Helen Chandler:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Selling God: American Religion in the Marketplace of Culture provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.
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