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Throughout the Civil War, newspaper headlines and stories repeatedly asked some variation of the question
posed by the New York Times in 1862, "What shall we do with the negro?" The future status of African
Americans was a pressing issue for those in both the North and in the South. Consulting a broad range of
contemporary newspapers, magazines, books, army records, government documents, publications of citizens’
organizations, letters, diaries, and other sources, Paul D. Escott examines the attitudes and actions of
Northerners and Southerners regarding the future of African Americans after the end of slavery. "What Shall
We Do with the Negro?" demonstrates how historians together with our larger national popular culture have
wrenched the history of this period from its context in order to portray key figures as heroes or exemplars of
national virtue.

Escott gives especial critical attention to Abraham Lincoln. Since the civil rights movement, many popular
books have treated Lincoln as an icon, a mythical leader with thoroughly modern views on all aspects of
race. But, focusing on Lincoln’s policies rather than attempting to divine Lincoln’s intentions from his often
ambiguous or cryptic statements, Escott reveals a president who placed a higher priority on reunion than on
emancipation, who showed an enduring respect for states’ rights, who assumed that the social status of
African Americans would change very slowly in freedom, and who offered major incentives to white
Southerners at the expense of the interests of blacks.Escott’s approach reveals the depth of slavery’s
influence on society and the pervasiveness of assumptions of white supremacy. "What Shall We Do with the
Negro?" serves as a corrective in offering a more realistic, more nuanced, and less celebratory approach to
understanding this crucial period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

The reserve with title "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America
has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Dennis Byrd:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War
America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Irma Hughes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this "What Shall We Do with the Negro?":
Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
"What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America as good book but not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Gary Flint:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide
that need more time to be go through. "What Shall We Do with the Negro?": Lincoln, White Racism, and
Civil War America can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short
time problems.
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