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The Poetics of Commemoration is a study of commemorative skaldic verse from the Viking Age. It
investigates how skaldic poets responded to the deaths of kings and the ways in which poetic
commemoration functioned within the social and political communities of the early medieval court.
Beginning with the early genealogical poem Ynglingatal, the book explores how the commemoration of a
king's ancestors could be used to consolidate his political position and to provide a shared history for the
community. It then examines the presentation of dead kings in the poems Eiriksmal and Hakonarmal,
showing how poets could re-cast their kings as characters of myth and legend in the afterlife. This is
followed by an analysis of verse in which poets use their commemoration of one king to reinforce their
relationship with his successor; it is shown that poetry could both help and hinder the integration of the poet
into the retinue of a new king. Focusing then on the memorial poems composed for Kings Olafr Tryggvason
and Olafr Haraldsson, as well as for the Jarls of the Orkney Islands, the book considers the tension between
public and private expressions of grief. It explores the strategies used by poets to negotiate the tumultuous
period that followed the death of a king, and to work through their own emotional responses to that loss. The
book demonstrates that skaldic poets engaged with the deaths of rulers in a wide variety of ways, and that
poetic commemoration was a particularly effective means not only of constructing a collective memory of
the dead man, but also of consolidating the new social identity of the community he left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic
Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sherry Spears:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070
(Oxford English Monographs) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic
Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social
Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jon Gonzalez:

Exactly why? Because this The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070
(Oxford English Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Henry Taylor:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. That The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory,
c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your



friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
Let me have The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford
English Monographs).
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