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This landmark work presents the most illuminating portrait we have to date of goddesses and sacred female
imagery in Western culture—from prehistory to contemporary goddess movements. Beautifully written,
lucidly conceived, and far-ranging in its implications, this work will help readers gain a better appreciation
of the complexity of the social forces— mostly androcentric—that have shaped the symbolism of the sacred
feminine. At the same time, it charts a new direction for finding atruly egalitarian vision of God and human
relations through afeminist-ecological spirituality.

Rosemary Radford Ruether begins her exploration of the divine feminine with an analysis of prehistoric
archaeology that challenges the popular ideathat, until their overthrow by male-dominated monotheism,
many ancient societies were matriarchal in structure, governed by a feminine divinity and existing in
harmony with nature. For Ruether, the historical evidence suggests the reality about these societies is much
more complex. She goes on to consider key myths and rituals from Sumerian, Babylonian, Egyptian, and
Anatolian cultures; to examine the rel ationships among gender, deity, and nature in the Hebrew religion; and
to discuss the devel opment of Mariology and female mysticism in medieval Catholicism, and the
continuation of Wisdom mysticism in Protestanism. She also gives a provocative analysis of the meeting of
Aztec and Christian female symbolsin Mexico and of today's neo-pagan movements in the United States.
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From reader reviews:
Joan Myers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Goddesses and the
Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History. All type of book can you see on many options. Y ou can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Wanda L eopard:

The book Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History has alot associated with onit.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Nancy Leto:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious
History why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Mark Brainerd:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. Aswe know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History we can take more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at thistime book Goddesses and the Divine
Feminine: A Western Religious History. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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