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Although most historians have sought the roots of atheism in the history of "free thought," Alan Charles
Kors contends that attacks on the existence of God were generated above all by the vitality and controversies
of orthodox theistic culture itself. In this first volume of a planned two-volume inquiry into the sources and
nature of atheism, he shows that orthodox teachers and apologists in seventeenth-century France were
obliged by the logic of their philosophical and pedagogical systems to create many models of speculative
atheism for heuristic purposes. Unusual in its broad sampling of the religious literature of the early-modern
learned world, this book reveals that the "great fratricide" among bitterly competing schools of Aristotelian,
Cartesian, and Malebranchist Christian thought encouraged theologians to refute each other's proofs of God
and to depict the ideas of their theological opponents as atheistic. Such "fratricide" was not new in the
history of Christendom, but Kors demonstrates that its influence was dramatically amplified by the
expanding literacy of the seventeenth century. Capturing the attention of the reading public, theological
debate provided intellectual grounds for the disbelief of the first generation of atheistic thinkers.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The
Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library) to read.

Eric Langley:

The book untitled Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton
Legacy Library) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

James Goldman:

This Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy
Library) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief
(Princeton Legacy Library) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy
to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.

Joseph Moody:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton
Legacy Library) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must



like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of
Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library). You can more inviting than now.
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