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In late 1860 and early 1861, state-appointed commissioners traveled the length and
breadth of the slave South carrying a fervent message in pursuit of a clear goal: to persuade
the political leadership and the citizenry of the uncommitted slave states to join in the effort
to destroy the Union and forge a new Southern nation.

Directly refuting the
neo-Confederate contention that slavery was neither the reason for secession nor the catalyst
for the resulting onset of hostilities in 1861, Charles B. Dew finds in the commissioners'
brutally candid rhetoric a stark white supremacist ideology that proves the contrary. The
commissioners included in their speeches a constitutional justification for secession, to be
sure, and they pointed to a number of political "outrages" committed by the North in the decades
prior to Lincoln's election. But the core of their argument—the reason the right of secession
had to be invoked and invoked immediately—did not turn on matters of constitutional
interpretation or political principle. Over and over again, the commissioners returned to the
same point: that Lincoln's election signaled an unequivocal commitment on the part of the North
to destroy slavery and that emancipation would plunge the South into a racial
nightmare.

Dew's discovery and study of the highly illuminating public letters
and speeches of these apostles of disunion—often relatively obscure men sent out to convert the
unconverted to the secessionist cause--have led him to suggest that the arguments the
commissioners presented provide us with the best evidence we have of the motives behind the
secession of the lower South in 1860–61.

Addressing topics still hotly debated
among historians and the public at large more than a century after the Civil War, Dew challenges
many current perceptions of the causes of the conflict. He offers a compelling and clearly
substantiated argument that slavery and race were absolutely critical factors in the outbreak of
war—indeed, that they were at the heart of our great national crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Apostles of Disunion: Southern
Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era).
All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Jarred Chisolm:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession
Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can be
great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Arturo Lamb:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and
the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jamie Durbin:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War
(A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Apostles of Disunion: Southern



Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era).
You can more inviting than now.
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