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An apostolic lifestyle characterized by total material renunciation, homelessness, and begging was practiced
by monks throughout the Roman Empire in the fourth and fifth centuries. Such monks often served as
spiritual advisors to urban aristocrats whose patronage gave them considerable authority and independence
from episcopal control. This book is the first comprehensive study of this type of Christian poverty and the
challenge it posed for episcopal authority and the promotion of monasticism in late antiquity.

Focusing on devotional practices, Daniel Caner draws together diverse testimony from Egypt, Syria, Asia
Minor, and elsewhere—including the Pseudo-Clementine Letters to Virgins, Augustine's On the Work of
Monks, John Chrysostom's homilies, legal codes—to reveal gospel-inspired patterns of ascetic dependency
and teaching from the third to the fifth centuries. Throughout, his point of departure is social and cultural
history, especially the urban social history of the late Roman empire. He also introduces many charismatic
individuals whose struggle to persist against church suppression of their chosen way of imitating Christ was
fought with defiant conviction, and the book includes the first annotated English translation of the biography
of Alexander Akoimetos (Alexander the Sleepless). Wandering, Begging Monks allows us to understand
these fascinating figures of early Christianity in the full context of late Roman society.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Wandering, Begging
Monks: Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in Late Antiquity. All type of book can you
see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Andrea Toliver:

Typically the book Wandering, Begging Monks: Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in
Late Antiquity will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Wandering, Begging Monks: Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in Late Antiquity is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Joshua Nichols:

This Wandering, Begging Monks: Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in Late Antiquity is
great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word
or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Wandering, Begging Monks: Spiritual Authority and the Promotion of
Monasticism in Late Antiquity in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Shelly Sampson:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Wandering, Begging Monks: Spiritual
Authority and the Promotion of Monasticism in Late Antiquity is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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