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An essential feature of religious experience across many cultures is the intuitive feeling of God's presence.
More than any rituals or doctrines, it is this experience that anchors religious faith, yet it has been largely
ignored in the scientific literature on religion.

Starting with a vivid narrative account of the life-threatening hike that triggered his own mystical experience,
biologist John Wathey takes the reader on a scientific journey to find the sources of religious feeling and the
illusion of God's presence. His book delves into the biological origins of this compelling feeling, attributing
it to innate neural circuitry that evolved to promote the mother-child bond. Dr. Wathey, a veteran
neuroscientist, argues that evolution has programmed the infant brain to expect the presence of a loving
being who responds to the child's needs. As the infant grows into adulthood, this innate feeling is eventually
transferred to the realm of religion, where it is reactivated through the symbols, imagery, and rituals of
worship. The author interprets our various conceptions of God in biological terms as illusory supernormal
stimuli that fill an emotional and cognitive vacuum left over from infancy. 

These insights shed new light on some of the most vexing puzzles of religion, like the popular belief in a god
who is judgmental and punishing, yet also unconditionally loving; the extraordinary tenacity of faith; the
greater religiosity of women relative to men; religious obsessions with sex; the mysterious compulsion to
pray; the seemingly irrepressible feminine attributes of God, even in traditionally patriarchal religions; and
the strange allure of cults. Finally, Dr. Wathey considers the hypothesis that religion evolved to foster
reproductive success, arguing that, in an age of potentially ruinous overpopulation, magical thinking has
become a luxury we can no longer afford, one that distracts us from urgent threats to our planet.

Deeply researched yet elegantly written in a jargon-free and accessible style, this book presents a compelling
interpretation of the evolutionary origins of spirituality and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual
Longing book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer regarding The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual
Longing content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Illusion
of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Joseph Woodruff:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Illusion of God's
Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins
of Spiritual Longingis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Jerald Higgins:

The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Illusion of God's Presence: The Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing yet doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Robert Burmeister:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Illusion of God's Presence: The
Biological Origins of Spiritual Longing can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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