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Drawing on the Eastern Orthodox tradition of asceticism and integrating it with recent Western thought on
liturgy, David W. Fagerberg examines the interaction between the two and presents a powerful argument that
asceticism is necessary for understanding liturgy as the foundation of theology. Asceticism may have been
perfected in the sands of
the desert, but it is demanded of every theologian and, indeed, every Christian. It grants the capacity for
pondering liturgy and sharing the life of Christ. Fagerberg brings to light asceticism's essential importance in
liturgical theology.

Fagerberg's earlier work, Theologia Prima, understood liturgy as the foundation of theology. To that
framework, he now adds the relevance of asceticism. Asceticism was understood to overcome the passions
by cooperating with grace. It detailed how to train the life of grace and produce what the ancient church
called a theologian. Fagerberg carries the wisdom of the earliest centuries forward. He develops a new
framework
called liturgical asceticism that combines discipline with sharing the life of Christ.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

David W. Fagerberg, associate professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame, is the author of What
Is Liturgical Theology? and Theologia Prima.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Fagerberg's contribution is creative and original. He presents an able and accessible
summary of the Orthodox ascetical tradition?valuable in its own right?and combines it
with creative insight to bring this tradition to bear on how we conceive our own participation
in the liturgy and what effect this has on our understanding of theology. This brings the
discussion of liturgical theology onto a whole new level."?Jeremy Driscoll, OSB, professor
of theology, Mount Angel Seminary and Pontifical Athenaeum San Anselmo, Rome

"The idea of liturgical theology has become popular during the past few decades, wresting liturgy from the
liturgiologists and testing what the church teaches against how the church prays liturgically. In this powerful
and original book, David Fagerberg takes this development a stage further. By exploring Christian
asceticism, mostly using Orthodox sources, he introduces another dimension, essential if liturgical theology
is to be fully assimilated in the lives of Christians."?Andrew Louth, professor emeritus of patristic and
Byzantine studies, Durham University

"Consistent with the tradition of the Church, Fagerberg aims to restore asceticism to its rightful place within
liturgical theology. It is a rich journey through Chestertonian style, paradox and prose, and dense with wise
quotes from the Desert Fathers." -Transpositions
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

The book On Liturgical Asceticism can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book On Liturgical Asceticism? A number of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book On Liturgical Asceticism has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Samantha Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This On Liturgical Asceticism is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Veda Howard:

Exactly why? Because this On Liturgical Asceticism is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Betty Dunham:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled On Liturgical Asceticism your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The On Liturgical Asceticism giving you a different experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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