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By the eve of the Civil War, there were four million slaves in North America, and Harrison County was the
largest slave-owning county in Texas. So when China Galland returned to research her family history there,
it should not have surprised her to learn of unmarked cemeteries for slaves. "My daddy never let anybody
plow this end of the field," a local matron told a startled Galland during a visit to her antebellum mansion.
"The slaves are buried there." Galland's subsequent effort to help restore just one of these cemeteries—Love
Cemetery—unearths a quintessential American story of prejudice, land theft, and environmental destruction,
uncovering racial wounds that are slow to heal.

Galland gathers an interracial group of local religious leaders and laypeople to work on restoring Love
Cemetery, securing community access to it, and rededicating it to the memories of those buried there. In her
attempt to help reconsecrate Love Cemetery, Galland unearths the ghosts of slavery that still haunt us today.
Research into county historical records and interviews with local residents uncover two versions of
history—one black, one white. Galland unpacks these tangled narratives to reveal a history of shame—of
slavery and lynching, Jim Crow laws and land takings (the theft of land from African-Americans), and
ongoing exploitation of the land surrounding the cemetery by oil and gas drilling. With dread she even
discovers how her own ancestors benefited from the racial imbalance.

She also encounters some remarkable, inspiring characters in local history. Surprisingly, the original deed for
the cemetery's land was granted not by a white plantation owner, but by Della Love Walker, the niece of the
famous African-American cowboy Deadwood Dick. Through another member of the Love Cemetery
committee, Galland discovers a connection to Marshall's native son, James L. Farmer, a founder of Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) and organizer of the 1961 Freedom Riders. In researching local history, Galland
also learns of the Colored Farmers' Alliance, a statewide group formed in the 19th century that took up issues
ranging from low wages paid to cotton pickers to emigration to Liberia.

By telling this one story of ultimate interracial and intergenerational cooperation, Galland provides a model
of the kind of communal remembering and reconciliation that can begin to heal the deep racial scars of an
entire nation.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History of Slaves book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History of Slaves content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret
History of Slaves is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Nathan Lawhorn:

Why? Because this Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History of Slaves is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Aurelio Ashley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History of Slaves your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History
of Slaves giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Garnet Veach:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Love Cemetery: Unburying the
Secret History of Slaves to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available



a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Love Cemetery: Unburying the Secret History of Slaves can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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