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Fifty years ago, as Europe's colonial powers withdrew, Africa moved with enormous hope and fervor toward
democracy and economic independence. Dozens of new states were launched amid much jubilation and the
world's applause. African leaders, popularly elected, stepped forward to tackle the problems of development
and nation-building. In the Cold War era, the new states excited the attention of the superpowers. Africa was
considered too valuable a prize to lose.

Today, Africa is a continent rife with disease, death, and devastation. Most African countries are effectively
bankrupt, prone to civil strife, subject to dictatorial rule, and dependent on Western assistance for survival.
The sum of Africa's misfortunes — its wars, its despotisms, its corruption, its droughts — is truly daunting.

What went wrong? What happened to this vast continent, so rich in resources, culture and history, to bring it
so close to destitution and despair in the space of two generations?

Focusing on the key personalities, events and themes of the independence era, Martin Meredith's riveting
narrative history seeks to explore and explain the myriad problems that Africa has faced in the past half-
century, and faces still. From the giddy enthusiasm of the 1960s to the "coming of tyrants" and rapid decline,
The Fate of Africa is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand how it came to this — and what, if
anything, is to be done.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Fate of Africa: A
History of Fifty Years of Independence. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look
for the internet options or other social media.

Kathleen Young:

This The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of Independence are generally reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years
of Independence can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of Independence
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Benjamin Nation:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Fate of
Africa: A History of Fifty Years of Independence, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Julie Bailey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to your account is The Fate of Africa: A History of Fifty Years of Independence this
guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all



of you.
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