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Helen Tiegs didn't take to driving a tractor when she became a farmer's wife, but after fifty years she
considers herself the hub of the family operation. Lila Hill taught piano, then ultimately took a job off the
farm to augment the family income during a period of rising costs. From Montana's cattle pastures to New
Mexico's sagebrush mesas, women on today's ranches and farms have played a crucial role in a way of life
that is slowly disappearing from the western landscape.

Recalling her own family-farm ties, Sandra Schackel set out to learn how these women's lives have changed
over the second half of the twentieth century. In Working the Land, she collects oral histories from more than
forty women—in Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, Oregon, and Texas—recalling their experiences as
ranchers and farmers in a modernizing West.

Through this diverse group of women-white and Hispanic, rich and poor, ranging in age from 24 to 83—we
gain a new perspective on their ties to the land. Although western ranch and farm women have often been
portrayed as secondary figures who devoted themselves to housekeeping in support of their husbands' labors,
Schackel's interviews reveal that these women have had a much more active role in defining what we know
as the modern American West.

As Schackel listened to their stories, she found several currents running through their recollections, such as
the satisfaction found in living the rural lifestyle and the flexibility of gender roles. She also learned how
resourceful women developed new ways to make their farms work—by including tourism, summer camps,
and bed-and-breakfast operations—and how many have become activists for land-based issues. And while
some like Lila made the difficult decision to work off the farm, such sacrifices have enabled families to hold
onto their beloved land.

Rich with memory and insight into what makes America's family farms and ranches tick, Working the Land
provides a deeper understanding of the West's development over the last fifty years along with new
perspectives on shifting attitudes toward women in the workforce. It is both a long-overdue documentation
of the lives of hard-working farm women and a celebration of their contributions to a truly American way of
life.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the
Modern American West.

Bill Flores:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Working the Land: The Stories of
Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West book as starter and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Diaz:

This book untitled Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Sharon Brogdon:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Working the Land:
The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.
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