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On April 2, 1917, Woodrow Wilson thrust the United States into World War I by declaring, "The world must
be made safe for democracy." For the 380,000 African American soldiers who fought and labored in the
global conflict, these words carried life or death meaning. Relating stories bridging the war and postwar
years, spanning the streets of Chicago and the streets of Harlem, from the battlefields of the American South
to the battlefields of the Western Front, Chad L. Williams reveals the central role of African American
soldiers in World War I and how they, along with race activists and ordinary citizens alike, committed to
fighting for democracy at home and beyond.

Using a diverse range of sources, Williams connects the history of African American soldiers and veterans to
issues such as the obligations of citizenship, combat and labor, diaspora and internationalism, homecoming
and racial violence, "New Negro" militancy, and African American historical memories of the war.
Democracy may have been distant from the everyday lives of African Americans at the dawn of the war, but
it nevertheless remained a powerful ideal that sparked the hopes of black people throughout the country for
societal change. Torchbearers of Democracy reclaims the legacy of black soldiers and establishes the World
War I era as a defining moment in the history of African Americans and peoples of African descent more
broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Till:

The book Torchbearers of Democracy: African American Soldiers in the World War I Era (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Torchbearers of Democracy:
African American Soldiers in the World War I Era (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American
History and Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Torchbearers of
Democracy: African American Soldiers in the World War I Era (The John Hope Franklin Series in African
American History and Culture) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Tiernan:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Torchbearers of Democracy: African
American Soldiers in the World War I Era (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Edward Carter:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Torchbearers of Democracy: African
American Soldiers in the World War I Era (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Harvey Lee:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Torchbearers of Democracy: African American Soldiers in the



World War I Era (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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