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Paul Simon is commonly acknowledged to be one of the most successful singer-songwriters of the pop-rock
era. His work has flourished in the context of Simon and Garfunkel as well as in his own solo career. Starting
with the folk-rock style that marked his earliest significant success, he has drawn on a wide variety of
influences, including many American traditions and, later, many international ones as well. He has won
multiple Grammy awards in both the duo and the solo phases of his career. His songwriting has also
provided the impetus for brief forays into film and musical theatre. After providing a brief biographical
overview, this work examines Simon's songwriting work in depth, providing a critical discussion of each
song as a fusion of text and music so as to help the reader to identify elements that enhance appreciation.

A particularly valuable contribution in this context is the discussion of the wide variety of musical elements
that contribute significantly to the value of Simon's work. These include such easily-understandable issues as
verse-chorus structure, melodic variation, selection of particular instruments and even performers, variation
of musical style within a song, general harmonic characteristics, relationships among keys, rhythm and
pacing of text, etc. While the book proceeds chronologically through Simon's recorded output, specific
threads are developed throughout, and the discussion of individual songs takes place in the context of these
threads, both drawing on them and developing them further. The diversity of Paul Simon's work reflects his
very American background, and no discussion of American music is complete without accounting for his
influence.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-
Songwriter Collection) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The
Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-
Songwriter Collection). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

William Johnson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-Songwriter
Collection) as your daily resource information.

James Fulk:

The book The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection) has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Michele Fernandez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Words and Music of Paul Simon (The
Praeger Singer-Songwriter Collection), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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