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For language buffs and lexicographers, copy editors and proofreaders, and anyone who appreciates
the connection between language and culture?the illuminating story of "proper English."

In its long history, the English language has had many lawmakers?those who have tried to regulate, or
otherwise organize, the way we speak. The Lexicographer's Dilemma offers the first narrative history of
these endeavors, showing clearly that what we now regard as the only "correct" way to speak emerged out of
specific historical and social conditions over the course of centuries.

As literary historian Jack Lynch has discovered, every rule has a human history, and the characters peopling
his narrative are as interesting for their obsession as for their erudition. The struggle between prescriptivists,
who prescribe a correct approach, and descriptivists, who analyze how language works, is at the heart of
Lynch's story. From the sharp-tongued satirist Jonathan Swift, who called for a governmentsponsored
academy to issue rulings on the language, and the polymath Samuel Johnson, who put dictionaries on a new
footing, to John Horne Tooke, the crackpot linguist whose bizarre theories continue to baffle scholars;
Joseph Priestley, whose political radicalism prompted riots; and the ever-crotchety Noah Webster, whose
goal was to Americanize the English language?Lynch brings to life a varied cast as illuminating as it is
entertaining.

Grammatical "rules" or "laws" are not like the law of gravity, or laws against theft or murder?they're more
like rules of etiquette, made by fallible people and subject to change. Charting the evolution of English, Jack
Lynch puts today's debates?whether about Ebonics in the schools or split infinitives in the New York
Times?in a rich historical context, and makes us appreciate anew the hard-won standards we now enjoy.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Meyer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from
Shakespeare to South Park. Try to face the book The Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper'
English, from Shakespeare to South Park as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lily Winstead:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Lexicographer's Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park.

Joel Kiser:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Lexicographer's Dilemma:
The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Joseph Yancey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Lexicographer's
Dilemma: The Evolution of 'Proper' English, from Shakespeare to South Park.
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