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In this first comprehensive reading of Juvenal’s satires in more than fifty years, David H. J. Larmour deftly
revises and sharpens our understanding of the second-century Roman writer who stands as the archetype for
all later practitioners of the satirist’s art.

The enduring attraction of Juvenal’s satires is twofold: they not only introduce the character of the “angry
satirist” but also offer vivid descriptions of everyday life in Rome at the height of the Empire. In Larmour’s
interpretation, these two elements are inextricably linked. The Arena of Satire presents the satirist as flaneur
traversing the streets of Rome in search of its authentic core—those distinctly Roman virtues that have
disappeared amid the corruption of the age. What the vengeful, punishing satirist does to his victims, as
Larmour shows, echoes what the Roman state did to outcasts and criminals in the arena of the Colosseum.

The fact that the arena was the most prominent building in the city and is mentioned frequently by Juvenal
makes it an ideal lens through which to examine the spectacular and punishing characteristics of Roman
satire. And the fact that Juvenal undertakes his search for the uncorrupted, authentic Rome within the very
buildings and landmarks that make up the actual, corrupt Rome of his day gives his sixteen satires their
uniquely paradoxical and contradictory nature. Larmour’s exploration of “the arena of satire” guides us
through Juvenal’s search for the true Rome, winding from one poem to the next. He combines close readings
of passages from individual satires with discussions of Juvenal’s representation of Roman space and
topography, the nature of the “arena” experience, and the network of connections among the satirist, the
gladiator, and the editor—or producer—of Colosseum entertainments. The Arena of Satire also offers a new
definition of “Juvenalian satire” as a particular form arising from the intersection of the body and the urban
landscape—a form whose defining features survive in the works of several later satirists, from Jonathan
Swift and Evelyn Waugh to contemporary writers such as Russian novelist Victor Pelevin and Irish dramatist
Martin McDonagh.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Frank Johnson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) has been making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Arena of Satire:
Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Bernard Taylor:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome
(Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

William Henslee:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Arena of Satire: Juvenal's Search for Rome (Oklahoma Series in Classical Culture
Series) when you desired it?
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