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As cultural absurdities, apathy-inspiring ambient noise, and political and ecological disasters threaten the
21st-century world, art’s role in engaging society and coalescing dissent becomes more apparent and more
urgent. Civil Disobediences offers a manual for understanding poetry’s history and enacting its ultimate
power to dismantle and recreate political and cultural realities.

Composed of essays, lectures and teaching materials by leading contemporary poets and scholars, this
anthology explores the craft of poetry, as well as the history of poetic/political action in the U.S. and abroad,
the development of ancient and modern poetic forms, the legacy of world-renowned poets, and the
intersections between poetry and spirituality. It also provides concrete advice about bringing poetry into your
local community and ensuring that “poetry is news that stays news.”

Editor Anne Waldman is an internationally acclaimed poet, performer, cultural activist, and distinguished -
professor of poetics at Naropa University’s Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics. She is the author
of over 40 books, including Vow to Poetry: Essays, Interviews, & Manifestos and the recent collection In the
Room of Never Grieve: New and Selected Poems 1985–2003.

Editor Lisa Birman is a poet and writer from Melbourne, Australia. Her books include Some Things—Poems
and Translations, Deportation Poems, and the forthcoming possibly. Birman is the co-founder of Movie Star
Press and co-director of Naropa University’s Summer Writing Program.

Contributors include: Helen Adam, Ammiel Alcalay, Amiri Baraka, Ted Berrigan, Robin Blaser, Reed Bye,
Jack Collum, Robert Creeley, Samuel R. Delany, Robert Duncan, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Alan Gilbert, Allen
Ginsberg, James Grauerholtz, Barbara Guest, Bobbie Louise Hawkins, Anselm Hollo, Laird Hunt, Pierre
Joris, Joanne Kyger, Ann Lauterbach, Harryette Mullen, Eileen Myles, Alice Notley, Michael Ondaatje,
Sonia Sanchez, Edward Sanders, Eleni Sikelianos, Gary Snyder, Cole Swenson, Arthur Sze, Steven Taylor,
Robert Tejada, Lorenzo Thomas and more.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

The book Civil Disobediences: Poetics and Politics in Action make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Civil Disobediences: Poetics
and Politics in Action being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication Civil Disobediences: Poetics and Politics in Action. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mitchell Boone:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Civil
Disobediences: Poetics and Politics in Action book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Gary Clark:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Civil Disobediences: Poetics and Politics in Action this guide consist
a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Barbara Saddler:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Civil Disobediences: Poetics and Politics in Action. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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