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In his time Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790) was the most famous American in the world. Even those
personally unacquainted with the man knew him as the author of Poor Richard’s Almanack, as a pioneer in
the study of electricity and a major figure in the American Enlightenment, as the creator of such life-
changing innovations as the lightning rod and America’s first circulating library, and as a leader of the
American Revolution. His friends also knew him as a brilliant conversationalist, a great wit, an intellectual
filled with curiosity, and most of all a master anecdotist whose vast store of knowledge complemented his
conversational skills. In Franklin in His Own Time, by reprinting the original documents in which those
anecdotes occur, Kevin Hayes and Isabelle Bour restore those oft-told stories to their cultural contexts to
create a comprehensive narrative of his life and work.
 
The thirty-five recollections gathered in Franklin in His Own Time form an animated, collaborative
biography designed to provide a multitude of perspectives on the “First American.” Opening with an account
by botanist Peter Kalm showing that Franklin was doing all he could to encourage the development of
science in North America, it includes on-the-spot impressions from Daniel Fisher’s diary, the earliest
surviving interview with Franklin, recollections from James Madison and Abigail Adams, Manasseh Cutler’s
detailed description of the library at Franklin Court, and extracts from Alexander Hamilton’s unvarnished
Minutes of the Tuesday Club. Franklin’s political missions to Great Britain and France, where he took full
advantage of rich social and intellectual opportunities, are a source of many reminiscences, some published
here in new translations. Genuine memories from such old friends as Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, as
opposed to memories influenced by the Autobiography, clarify Franklin’s reputation. Robert Carr may have
been the last remaining person who knew Franklin personally, and thus his recollections are particularly
significant.
 
Each entry is introduced by a headnote that places the selection in its historical and cultural contexts;
explanatory notes provide information about people and places; and the editors’ comprehensive introduction
and chronology detail Franklin’s eventful life. Dozens of lively primary sources published incrementally
over more than a hundred years illustrate the complexity of the man, his mind, and his mannerisms in a way
that no single biographer could.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Smith:

The book Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections,
Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections,
Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Franklin in
His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs
by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Brim:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Franklin in His Own Time: A
Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends,
and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Bledsoe:

The feeling that you get from Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from
Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) is a
more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical
Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and
Associates (Writers in Their Own Time) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from
Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time)
instantly.



Christopher Jaeger:

The book untitled Franklin in His Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of His Life, Drawn from
Recollections, Interviews, and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates (Writers in Their Own Time)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.
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