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The geologically ancient Tidewater region of southeastern Virginia and northeastern North Carolina rests
precariously atop millions of years of erosion from the nearby Appalachian Mountains. An immense wetland
at near sea level, it is host to every conceivable body of fresh water, ranging from brooding swamps and
large hidden lakes to sluggish blackwater rivers and brackish sounds (one of which was so large an early
explorer thought he had found the Pacific Ocean). In this engaging book, biologist and Tidewater native Roy
T. Sawyer delivers an ecohistory of this unique waterland whose wind-driven tides cover a rich human and
natural past.

Jutting prominently into the Atlantic, this wetland is the final stop for the warmth of the Gulf Stream before
it is deflected from the American mainland. At the top of a narrow, warm coastal strip, it provides an ideal
home for a vast array of animal and plant life, including prodigious numbers of reptiles (such as the world’s
northernmost population of alligators) and overwintering waterfowl. It is also home to the oldest known
living trees east of the Rocky Mountains. The climate and geography made the area a natural choice for very
early human habitation--as far back as the last ice age, when the region was a rich oasis just south of a
veritable tundra.

In examining the impact of humans upon this environment, and vice-versa, Sawyer reveals how our alarming
shortsightedness has produced a fragile and endangered present. Although human manipulation started here
as early as ten thousand years ago (coinciding with extinction of mammoths and other megafauna), the
environment has been altered most radically over only the last one hundred years, particularly in regard to
land drainage, deforestation, overfishing, and pollution.

The author provides an authoritative overview of the human impact on these wetlands and suggests ways in
which we might still salvage them. In so doing, he explores the effects of hurricanes, droughts, forest fires,
and ice ages of the past--and anticipates, in this age of global warming, natural events that may be still to
come.
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From reader reviews:

James Rose:

The book America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North
Carolina gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural
History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina to become your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a guide America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of
Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Paul Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled
America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolinais one
of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world in this book.

Martha Dixon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
America's Wetland: An Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina, you
are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Michael Barth:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know



that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra America's Wetland: An
Environmental and Cultural History of Tidewater Virginia and North Carolina.
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