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"Bridget" was the Irish immigrant service girl who worked in American homes from the second half of the
nineteenth century into the early years of the twentieth. She is widely known as a pop culture cliché: the
young girl who wreaks havoc in middle-class American homes. Now, in the first book-length treatment of
the topic, Margaret Lynch-Brennan tells the real story of such Irish domestic servants, often in their own
words, providing a richly detailed portrait of their lives and experiences. Many of the socially marginalized
Irish immigrant women of this era made their living in domestic service. In contrast to immigrant men, who
might have lived in a community with their fellow Irish, these women lived and worked in close contact with
American families. Lynch-Brennan reveals the essential role this unique relationship played in shaping the
place of the Irish in America today. Such women were instrumental in making the Irish presence more
acceptable to earlier established American groups. At the same time, it was through the experience of
domestic service that many Irish were acculturated, as these women absorbed the middle-class values of their
patrons and passed them on to their own children. Drawing on personal correspondence and other primary
sources, Lynch-Brennan gives voice to these young Irish women and celebrates their untold contribution to
the ethnic history of the United States. In addition, recognizing the interest of scholars in contemporary
domestic services, she devotes one chapter to comparing "Bridget's" experience to that of other ethnic
women over time in domestic service in America.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

The reserve with title The Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant Women in Domestic Service in America, 1840-
1930 (Irish Studies) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Julia Flowers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant Women in
Domestic Service in America, 1840-1930 (Irish Studies) book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The
Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant Women in Domestic Service in America, 1840-1930 (Irish Studies) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wilda Alexander:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant Women in
Domestic Service in America, 1840-1930 (Irish Studies). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Christopher Gobert:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Irish Bridget: Irish Immigrant
Women in Domestic Service in America, 1840-1930 (Irish Studies) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Irish Bridget: Irish
Immigrant Women in Domestic Service in America, 1840-1930 (Irish Studies) to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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