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The transformation of agriculture was one of the most far-reaching developments of the modern era. In
analyzing how and why this change took place in the United States, scholars have most often focused on
Midwestern family farmers, who experienced the change during the first half of the twentieth century, and
southern sharecroppers, swept off the land by forces beyond their control.

Departing from the conventional story, this book focuses on small farm owners in North Carolina from the
post-Civil War era to the post-Civil Rights era. It reveals that the transformation was more protracted and
more contested than historians have understood it to be. Even though the number of farm owners gradually
declined over the course of the century, the desire to farm endured among landless farmers, who became
landowners during key moments of opportunity. Moreover, this book departs from other studies by
considering all farm owners as a single class, rejecting the widespread approach of segregating black farm
owners. The violent and restrictive political culture of Jim Crow regime, far from only affecting black
farmers, limited the ability of all farmers to resist changes in agriculture.

By the 1970s, the vast reduction in the number of small farm owners had simultaneously destroyed a
Southern yeomanry that had been the symbol of American democracy since the time of Thomas Jefferson,
rolled back gains in landownership that families achieved during the first half century after the Civil War,
and remade the rural South from an agrarian society to a site of global agribusiness.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this specific Standing Their Ground: Small Farmers in North Carolina
since the Civil War to read.

Bessie Barrett:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Standing Their Ground: Small Farmers in
North Carolina since the Civil War, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kyle Gill:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Standing Their Ground: Small Farmers in North Carolina since the Civil
War why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Joel Kiser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Standing Their Ground: Small
Farmers in North Carolina since the Civil War.
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