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A Novel of High-Stakes Romance and Betrayal, Set During the Race to Finish the World's Tallest
Building

In Empire Rising, his extraordinary third book, Thomas Kelly tells a story of love and work, of intrigue and
jealousy, with the narrative verve that led the Village Voice's reviewer to dub him "Dostoevsky with a hard
hat and lead pipe."
As the novel opens, it is 1930-the Depression-and ground has just been broken for the Empire State Building.
One of the thousands of men erecting the building high above the city is Michael Briody, an Irish immigrant
torn between his desire to make a new life in America and his pledge to gather money and arms for the Irish
republican cause. When he meets Grace Masterson, an alluring artist who is depicting the great skyscraper's
ascent from her houseboat on the East River, Briody's life turns exhilarating-and dangerous, for Grace is also
a paramour of Johnny Farrell, Mayor Jimmy Walker's liaison with Tammany Hall and the underworld.
Their heartbreaking love story-which takes place both in the immigrant neighborhoods of the Bronx and
amid the swanky nightlife of the '21' Club--is also a chronicle of the city's rough passage from a working-
class enclave to a world-class metropolis, and a vivid reimagining of the conflict that pitted the Tammany
Hall political machine and its popular mayor against the boundlessly ambitious Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Colin Harrison, in The New York Times Book Review, called Kelly's The Rackets "A well-paced, violent
thriller, [and] an elegy for the city's old Irish working class." In Empire Rising, Kelly takes his work to a new
level: telling of the story of the people who built the "eighth wonder of the world," he makes old New York
the setting for a rich and unforgettable story.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Empire Rising: A
Novel suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Empire Rising: A Novelis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Ramona Wrenn:

Exactly why? Because this Empire Rising: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

James Hutchinson:

Empire Rising: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Empire Rising: A Novel although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Gary Collis:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Empire Rising: A Novel is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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