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The relevance of Christianity is as hotly contested today as it has ever been. A New History of Early
Christianity shows how our current debates are rooted in the many controversies surrounding the birth of the
religion and the earliest attempts to resolve them. Charles Freeman’s meticulous historical account of
Christianity from its birth in Judaea in the first century A.D. to the emergence of Western and Eastern
churches by A.D. 600 reveals that it was a distinctive, vibrant, and incredibly diverse movement brought into
order at the cost of intellectual and spiritual vitality. Against the conventional narrative of the inevitable
“triumph” of a single distinct Christianity, Freeman shows that there was a host of competing Christianities,
many of which had as much claim to authenticity as those that eventually dominated. Looking with fresh
eyes at the historical record, Freeman explores the ambiguities and contradictions that underlay Christian
theology and the unavoidable compromises enforced in the name of doctrine.

Tracing the astonishing transformation that the early Christian church underwent—from sporadic niches of
Christian communities surviving in the wake of a horrific crucifixion to sanctioned alliance with the
state—Charles Freeman shows how freedom of thought was curtailed by the development of the concept of
faith. The imposition of "correct belief," religious uniformity, and an institutional framework that enforced
orthodoxy were both consolidating and stifling. Uncovering the difficulties in establishing the Christian
church, he examines its relationship with Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek philosophy and Greco-Roman society,
and he offers dramatic new accounts of Paul, the resurrection, and the church fathers and emperors.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the A New History of Early Christianity is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Eric Ray:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled A New History of Early Christianity can be very good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Raymond Hernandez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A New History of Early Christianity, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Patricia Stroud:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. A New History of Early Christianity can be your answer given it can be
read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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