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In presidential elections, do voters cast their ballots for the candidates whose platform and positions best
match their own? Or is the race for president of the United States come down largely to who runs the most
effective campaign? It’s a question those who study elections have been considering for years with no clear
resolution. In The Timeline of Presidential Elections, Robert S. Erikson and Christopher Wlezien reveal for
the first time how both factors come into play.
 
Erikson and Wlezien have amassed data from close to two thousand national polls covering every
presidential election from 1952 to 2008, allowing them to see how outcomes take shape over the course of an
election year. Polls from the beginning of the year, they show, have virtually no predictive power. By mid-
April, when the candidates have been identified and matched in pollsters’ trial heats, preferences have come
into focus—and predicted the winner in eleven of the fifteen elections. But a similar process of forming
favorites takes place in the last six months, during which voters’ intentions change only gradually, with
particular events—including presidential debates—rarely resulting in dramatic change.
 
Ultimately, Erikson and Wlezien show that it is through campaigns that voters are made aware of—or not
made aware of—fundamental factors like candidates’ policy positions that determine which ticket will get
their votes. In other words, fundamentals matter, but only because of campaigns. Timely and compelling,
this book will force us to rethink our assumptions about presidential elections.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and
Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics).

Thomas Murray:

The book The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies
in American Politics) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Robert Wallace:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How
Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and
Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Travis Davis:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not)
Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Timeline of Presidential
Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You can more
attractive than now.
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