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This book considers the evolution of the grammatical structure of words in the more general contexts of
human evolution and the origins of language. The consensus in many fields is that language is well designed
for its purpose, and became so either through natural selection or by virtue of non-biological constraints on
how language must be structured. Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy argues that in certain crucial respects
language is not optimally designed. This can be seen, he suggests, in the existence of not one but two kinds
of grammatical organization - syntax and morphology - and in the morphological and morpho-phonological
complexity which leads to numerous departures from the one-form-one-meaning principle. Having discussed
the issue of good and bad design in a wider biological context, the author shows that conventional
explanations for the nature of morphology do not work. Its poor design features arose, he argues, from two
characteristics present when the ancestors of modern humans had a vocabulary but no grammar. One of these
was a synonymy-avoidance expectation, while the other was an articulatory and phonological apparatus that
encouraged the development of new synonyms. Morphology developed in response to these conflicting
pressures. In this stimulating and carefully argued account Professor McCarthy offers a powerful challenge
to conventional views of the relationship between syntax and morphology, to the adaptationist view of
language evolution, and to the notion that language in some way reflects 'laws of form'. This fundamental
contribution to understanding the nature and evolution of language will be of wide interest to linguists of all
theoretical persuasions as well as to scholars in cognitive science and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the
Evolution of Language). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a book The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Lucille Renner:

The particular book The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Evolution of
Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nancy Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the
Evolution of Language) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language).

Zandra Woods:

You may get this The Evolution of Morphology (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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