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From one of our most acclaimed novelists, a  David-and-Goliath biography for the digital age.

One night in the late 1930s, in a bar on the Illinois–Iowa border, John Vincent Atanasoff, a professor of
physics at Iowa State University, after a frustrating day performing tedious mathematical calculations in his
lab, hit on the idea that the binary number system and electronic switches, combined with an array of
capacitors on a moving drum to serve as memory, could yield a computing machine that would make his life
and the lives of other similarly burdened scientists easier. Then he went back and built the machine. It
worked. The whole world changed.

Why don’t we know the name of John Atanasoff as well as we know those of Alan Turing and John von
Neumann? Because he never patented the device, and because the developers of the far-better-known
ENIAC almost certainly stole critical ideas from him. But in 1973 a court declared that the patent on that
Sperry Rand device was invalid, opening the intellectual property gates to the computer revolution.

Jane Smiley tells the quintessentially American story of the child of immigrants John Atanasoff with
technical clarity and narrative drive, making the race to develop digital computing as gripping as a real-
life techno-thriller.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Perkins:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Man
Who Invented the Computer: The Biography of John Atanasoff, Digital Pioneer book as starter and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gregory Holloman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Man Who Invented the Computer: The Biography of John
Atanasoff, Digital Pioneer as your daily resource information.

Jose Pina:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is The Man Who Invented the Computer: The Biography of John Atanasoff, Digital Pioneer.

Jose Batey:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Man Who Invented the
Computer: The Biography of John Atanasoff, Digital Pioneer is simple bringing you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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