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For the better part of the last half century, the United States has been the World's Police, claiming to defend
ideologies, allies, and our national security through brute force. But is military action always the most
appropriate response? Drawing on his vast experience, from combat in Vietnam to peacekeeping in Somalia,
to war games in Washington, DC and negotiations with former rebels in the Philippines, retired four-star
General Tony Zinni argues that we have a lot of work to do to make the process of going to war?or not?more
clear-eyed and ultimately successful. He examines the relationship between the executive and the military
(including the difference between passive and engaged presidents); the failures of the Joint Chief of Staff;
the challenges of working with the UN, coalition forces, and NATO; the difference between young, on the
ground officers and less savvy senior leaders; the role of special forces and drone warfare; and the difficult
choices that need to be made to create tomorrow's military. Among his provocative points:
* Virtually every recent American military operation follows a disconnected series of actions that lead to
outcomes we never foresaw or intended.
* We need to assign accountability for the political decisions that can make or break a mission.
* Words and ideas are as important to victory in today's conflicts as bullets.
* The cyber "war" is ongoing. Either you must build better tech than the other guy, or you must steal it.
* Our foreign aid budget is pitiful, our State Department, USAID, and the other government agencies that we
critically need to be on a par with our military are underfunded, undermanned, and poorly structured for their
current objectives.
From the Oval Office to the battlefield, Before the First Shots Are Fired is a hard-hitting analysis of the
history of America's use of military action and a spirited call for change.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Before the First Shots Are Fired:
How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield. All type of book would you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Winford Patterson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield, you can tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Nicholas Valles:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Sunday Richey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Before the First Shots Are Fired: How
America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield.
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