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A new biography of Sylvia Plath, a literary icon who continues to haunt, fascinate, and enthrall even
now, fifty years after her death

On February 25 , 1956, twenty-three-year-old Sylvia Plath walked into a party and immediately spotted Ted
Hughes. This encounter—now one of the most famous in all of literary history—was recorded by Plath in
her journal, where she described Hughes as a “big, dark, hunky boy.” Sylvia viewed Ted as something of a
colossus, and to this day his enormous shadow has obscured her life and work. The sensational aspects of the
Plath-Hughes relationship have dominated the cultural landscape to such an extent that their story has taken
on the resonance of a modern myth.

Before she met Ted, Plath had lived a complex, creative, and disturbing life. Her father had died when she
was only eight; she had gone out with literally hundreds of men, had been unofficially engaged, had tried to
commit suicide, and had written more than two hundred poems. Mad Girl’s Love Song chronicles these early
years, traces the sources of her mental instability, and examines how a range of personal, economic, and
societal factors—the real disquieting muses— conspired against her.

Drawing on exclusive interviews with friends and lovers who have never spoken openly about Plath before
and using previously unavailable archives and papers, this is the first book to focus on the early life of the
twentieth century’s most popular and enduring female poet. Mad Girl’s Love Song reclaims Sylvia Plath
from the tangle of emotions associated with her relationship with Ted Hughes and reveals the origins of her
unsettled and unsettling voice.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

The actual book Mad Girl's Love Song: Sylvia Plath and Life Before Ted has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Susan Preuss:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Mad
Girl's Love Song: Sylvia Plath and Life Before Ted your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get ahead of. The Mad Girl's Love Song: Sylvia Plath and Life Before Ted giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Lorenzo Davis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Mad Girl's Love Song: Sylvia Plath and Life
Before Ted can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Dwight Roberts:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book Mad
Girl's Love Song: Sylvia Plath and Life Before Ted we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Mad Girl's Love Song: Sylvia
Plath and Life Before Ted. You can more desirable than now.
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