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Few reporters have covered Afghanistan as intrepidly and humanely as Edward Girardet. Now, in a gripping,
personal account, Girardet delivers a story of that nation's resistance fighters, foreign invaders, mercenaries,
spies, aid workers, Islamic extremists, and others who have defined Afghanistan's last thirty years of war,
chaos, and strife.

As a young foreign correspondent, Girardet arrived in Afghanistan just three months prior to the Soviet
invasion in 1979. Over the next decades, he trekked hundreds of miles across rugged mountains and deserts
on clandestine journeys following Afghan guerrillas in battle as they smuggled French doctors into the
country, and as they combated each other as well as invaders. He witnessed the world's greatest refugee
exodus, the bitter Battle for Kabul in the early 1990s, the rise of the Taliban, and, finally, the US-led Western
military and recovery effort that began in 2001.

Girardet's encounters with key figures-including Ahmed Shah Massoud, the famed "Lion of Panjshir"
assassinated by al Qaeda two days before 9/11, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, an Islamic extremist massively
supported by the Americans during the 1980s only to become one of today's most ruthless anti-Western
insurgents, and Osama bin Laden-shed extraordinary light on the personalities who have shaped the nation,
and its current challenges, from corruption and narcotics trafficking to selfish regional interests.

Killing the Cranes provides crucial insights into why the West's current involvement has turned into such a
disaster, not only rekindling a new insurgency, but squandering billions of dollars on a recovery process that
has shown scant success.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

Typically the book Killing the Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Killing the Cranes:
A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Eric Ballentine:

The reserve untitled Killing the Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan
is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Killing the Cranes: A
Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in Afghanistan from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Janice Wilham:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a guide. The book Killing the Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in
Afghanistan it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book features high quality.

Michael Medellin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Killing the Cranes: A Reporter's Journey through Three Decades of War in
Afghanistan.
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