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The hair-raising, frontline account of the first American airborne invasion of World War II and of the young
paratroopers who risked their lives for freedom. By 1943, the war in Europe had reached a turning point.
General Dwight Eisenhower was given orders to invade Sicily and head north. To achieve this, Ike had a
new weapon: U.S. paratroopers. Their mission was to seize the approaches to the invasion beaches and to
hold off German attacks.

Combat Jump tells the little-known story of these paratroopers and how they changed the American way of
war. It takes readers on their journey from civilians to citizen soldiers, through training in the United States
and later in North Africa, and then shows their daring jump into the darkness over enemy-held Sicily.

By first light on D-day, July 10, 1943, it looked as if the mission would fail. Inexperienced pilots, lost or
blown off course, dropped 80 percent of the troopers from one to sixty-five miles from their targets. The
American commander, James Gavin, landed so far from his objective that he was not even sure he was in
Sicily. Arthur Gorham, commanding 500 men of the First Battalion, encountered two surprises when the sun
came up. He and just over 100 of his men were the only GIs -- out of 3,400 dropped -- near their objective.
He also discovered that the Germans in Sicily had tanks. The lightly armed paratroopers, with their rifles and
hand grenades, were not equipped to take on the forty-ton panzers. But against all odds, they did. The costly
lessons they learned shaped the war in Europe, for without Sicily, there might have been no airborne
invasion of France in June 1944.

Combat Jump recounts the extraordinary contributions these young men made when their country called
them to war, and it tells a classic tale of military action and remarkable courage.

Well-written and flowing like a good novel, this book is highly recommended.
—Library Journal

A winner…Ruggero's thorough resarch, including interviewswith many survivors, and excellent writing
earns this book a permanent place in any WWII collection.
—Booklist
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From reader reviews:

Roger Patrick:

Here thing why this specific Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July
1943 are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Combat Jump: The Young Men Who
Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Combat Jump: The Young Men Who
Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the
Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 in e-book can be your substitute.

Isidro Wells:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress
Europe, July 1943 book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer associated with Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress
Europe, July 1943 content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking
Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Denise Kerrigan:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Combat Jump: The Young Men Who
Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cara Shaver:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the
Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Combat Jump: The Young Men Who Led the Assult into Fortress Europe, July 1943 has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you



bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.
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