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What makes a good downtown, and why? Are today's downtowns, with their waterfront parks, festival
markets, sports arenas, and cultural centers, more vibrant and lively than the "central business districts" of
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? Was there ever a "golden age" of downtowns? In this book,
noted urban scholar Larry Ford casts a critical and practiced eye on sixteen contemporary urban centers to
offer an expert's view of the best?and worst?of downtown America.

Ford begins with a brief history of U.S. urban development. He then explains his criteria for evaluating
downtowns before proceeding with an on-the-street examination of the featured sixteen cities. Each is rated
based on use of physical site, particularly for housing (unlike suburbs, Ford notes, most downtowns are
located in challenging physical locales, such as harbors, rivers, hills, or peninsulas), street morphology, civic
space, functional aspects (office space, retail stores, and convention centers), and the support districts in the
fringe areas surrounding the downtown core. Ford concludes with a suggested model of downtown structure
based upon the case studies and with a look at the possible effects of increasing globalization on the
downtowns of the late twenty-first century. This book will appeal to those interested in urban studies,
landscape studies, American studies, architecture, historic preservation and planning, and urban geography.

Featured cities: Atlanta, Baltimore, Charlotte, Cleveland, Columbus, Denver, Indianapolis, Minneapolis,
Phoenix, Pittsburgh, Portland, Providence, San Antonio, San Diego, Seattle, and St. Louis
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this America's New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? (Creating the North American
Landscape (Hardcover)).

Mary Richards:

This book untitled America's New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? (Creating the North
American Landscape (Hardcover)) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Bowser:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. America's New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? (Creating the
North American Landscape (Hardcover)) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.

Robert Victor:

The book untitled America's New Downtowns: Revitalization or Reinvention? (Creating the North American
Landscape (Hardcover)) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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