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Is voting out of fashion? Does it matter if voters don't show up at the polls? If yes, is legal enforcement of
voting compatible with democracy? These are just a few of the questions linked to the thorny problem of
electoral abstention. This book addresses the hot question whether there is a duty to vote and if this is
enforceable in the form of compulsory voting.

Divided into two parts, Anthoula Malkopoulou begins by expertly presenting the importance of compulsory
voting today, situating the debate within the contemporary discussion on liberty, equality and democracy.
Then, she questions the historical origins of the idea in Europe. In particular, she examines parliamentary
discussions and other primary sources from France and Greece, including a few additional insights from
other countries like Switzerland and Belgium. Focusing especially on the years between 1870 and 1930, the
reader learns about the historical actors of the debates, their efforts to legitimate punishment of abstention
through normative arguments, but also their strategic motivations and political interests. While discussions at
the beginning of the century focus on introducing compulsory voting, Malkopoulou criticizes its misuse after
the Second World War, exposing the contingency of relevant normative claims today and the conditionality
of compulsory voting.

From ancient times until today, you learn about the ideological debates, their political context and how the
problems of equal representation and democratic moderation persist through the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Lowe:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe:
Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought). You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The History of
Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Frederick Roark:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Kevin Hardy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The History of Compulsory Voting in
Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still doubt The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge
Studies in Social and Political Thought) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Anna Baron:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top listing in



your reading list is usually The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge
Studies in Social and Political Thought). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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