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Agencies did not publish a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM), enabling the public to comment on a
proposed rule, for about 35 percent of major rules and about 44 percent of nonmajor rules published during
2003 through 2010. A major rule has significant economic impact and may, for example, have an annual
effect on the economy of $100 million or more. Agencies published a total of 568 major rules from 2003
through 2010. Agencies also published about 30,000 nonmajor rules during this period, which have less
economic significance and can involve routine administrative issues. Agencies frequently cited the "good
cause" exception and other statutory exceptions for publishing final rules without an NPRM. Agencies in
GAO's sample used the "good cause" exception for 77 percent of major rules and 61 percent of nonmajor
rules published without an NPRM. Agencies may use the good cause exception when they find that notice
and comment procedures are "impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary to the public interest." In practice,
agencies may find an NPRM "impracticable" when the rule must be issued by a statutory deadline,
"unnecessary" when the rule pertains to technical corrections, and "contrary to the public interest" in an
emergency situation. To a lesser extent, agencies also used other statutory exceptions to issue a rule without
an NPRM. For example, in 84 of the 123 major rules that GAO analyzed, agencies described circumstances
in which a statute: (1) either required or authorized them to issue the rule without an NPRM, (2) prescribed
the content of the rule, or (3) set a deadline for a rule or program which the agency stated did not allow
sufficient time to issue an NPRM. GAO found that agencies, though not required, often requested comments
on major final rules issued without an NPRM, but they did not always respond to the comments received.
Agencies may solicit comments through the Federal Register when publishing a final rule without an NPRM,
but the public does not have an opportunity to comment before the rule's issuance, nor is the agency
obligated to respond to comments it has received. For example, agencies requested comments on 77 of the
123 major rules issued without an NPRM in GAO's sample. The agencies did not issue a follow-up rule or
respond to comments on 26 of these 77 rules. This is a missed opportunity, because GAO found that when
agencies did respond to public comments they often made changes to improve the rules. In addition, each of
these 26 rules is economically significant and some of these rules have an impact of a billion dollars a year
or more. These rules also cover important issues ranging from national health care policies to manufacturing
incentive programs. For example, in one of the 26 rules, an agency defined a pre-existing condition to
implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and sought public comment. The agency received
4,627 comments, but has not published a response to them. When agencies do not respond to comments
requested, the public does not know whether the agency considered their comments, or if it intends to change
the rule. As the courts have recognized, the opportunity to comment is meaningless unless the agency
responds to significant points raised by the public.
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From reader reviews:

Carole Clark:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take
Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments had been making you to know about other knowledge and
of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Federal Rulemaking:
Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could
Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments. You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Mary McCollum:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public
Comments book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer connected with Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to
Respond to Public Comments content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking
Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Richard Bennett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Federal Rulemaking: Agencies
Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments e-book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments as
good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book
by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Donald Freeman:

This Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments is great
book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange



word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to
Respond to Public Comments in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Download and Read Online Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could
Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments United
States Government Accountability Office #Y14OUJ60ERC



Read Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps
to Respond to Public Comments by United States Government
Accountability Office for online ebook

Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments by United
States Government Accountability Office Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Federal
Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments by United States
Government Accountability Office books to read online.

Online Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to
Public Comments by United States Government Accountability Office ebook PDF
download

Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments by
United States Government Accountability Office Doc

Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments by United States Government
Accountability Office Mobipocket

Federal Rulemaking: Agencies Could Take Additional Steps to Respond to Public Comments by United States Government
Accountability Office EPub


