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As an avenue for progressive politics in a nation still skeptical of change, community organizing today faces
significant challenges. This book assesses that activity within the context of political, cultural, social, and
economic changes in cities—from World War II to the present—to show how community-based
organizations have responded to these challenges.

Transforming the City is the first book to examine the current state of community organizing in American
cities, analyzing its place in contemporary progressive politics and assessing whether it has changed in
response to changes in the political economy. Leading urban scholars from a wide range of disciplines offer
original commentaries on the strengths and limitations of community organizing, a form of political and
civic engagement that is too often overlooked by those who bemoan the decline in social capital.

While embracing community organizing as a way to cope with the problems afflicting inner cities, these
essays acknowledge the challenges inherent in globalization, de-industrialization, the demise of ward-based
politics, and the values that shape contemporary American culture. They argue that larger changes in the
political economy have reshaped the local ecology of civic engagement, thereby affecting the focus,
orientation, and effectiveness of community organizing.

The book features case studies from Chicago to New Orleans to El Paso, covering community organizations
from many organizing networks and models, such as ACORN, IAF, PICO, and DART. These cases address
key policy areas such as education and housing, and the role of race in these issues and in organizing in
general. By examining the actual practice of this form of democratic politics, they also show the potential of
community organizing for addressing concerns about Americans' disengagement from civic and political life.

Whether pursuing longstanding problems about housing or more recent issues such as wages paid by big-box
retailers, community organizing continues to have an important role to play as part of a broader progressive
movement. As America decides what kind of society it wants to be, these insightful articles illuminate those
larger trends in the local ecology that are forcing organizers to alter their strategies, operations, and visions
for the future.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Transforming the City: Community
Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Kelly Livingston:

Typically the book Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change
(Studies in Government & Public Policy) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
suited to you. The book Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political
Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Donald Jones:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Transforming the City: Community Organizing and
the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Susan Tarin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Transforming the City: Community
Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping
them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in
Government & Public Policy) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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