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In examining the relationship between fairy tales and Victorian culture, Molly Clark Hillard concludes that
the Victorians were “spellbound”: novelists, poets, and playwrights were self-avowedly enchanted by these
tales. At the same time, Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians shows that literary genres were bound
to the fairy tale and dependent on its forms and figures to make meaning. But these “spellbound” literary
artists also feared that fairy tales exuded an originative power that pervaded and precluded authored work. In
part to dispel the fairy tale’s potency, Victorians resolved this tension by treating the form as a nostalgic
refuge from an industrial age, a quaint remnant of the pre-literacy of childhood and peasantry, and a form fit
not for modern gentlemen but rather for old wives.
 
Through close readings of the novels of Dickens, Eliot, and Charlotte Brontë; the poetry of Tennyson and
Christina Rossetti; the visual artistry of Burne-Jones and Punch; and the popular theatricals of dramatists like
Planche and Buckingham, Spellbound opens fresh territory into well-traversed titles of the Victorian canon.
Hillard demonstrates that these literary forms were all cross-pollenated by the fairy tale and that their authors
were—however reluctantly—purveyors of disruptive fairy tale matter over which they had but imperfect
control.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Spellbound:
The Fairy Tale and the Victorians.

Emma Patterson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Derick Heinz:

This Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Spellbound: The
Fairy Tale and the Victorians in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in
which?

Rita Beatty:

This Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and
the Victorians can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide



is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life
along with knowledge.
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