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How did Renaissance composers write their music? In this revolutionary look at a subject that has fascinated
scholars for years, musicologist Jessie Ann Owens offers new and striking evidence that contrary to accepted
theory, sixteenth-century composers did not use scores to compose--even to write complex vocal polyphony.

Drawing on sources that include contemporary theoretical treatises, documents and letters, iconographical
evidence, actual fragments of composing slates, and numerous sketches, drafts, and corrected autograph
manuscripts, Owens carefully reconstructs the step-by-step process by which composers between 1450 and
1600 composed their music. The manuscript evidence--autographs of more than thirty composers--shows the
stages of work on a wide variety of music--instrumental and vocal, sacred and secular--from across most of
Renaissance Europe. Her research demonstrates that instead of working in full score, Renaissance composers
fashioned the music in parts, often working with brief segments, according to a linear conception. The
importance of this discovery on editorial interpretation and on performance cannot be overstated.

The book opens with a broad picture of what has been known about Renaissance composition. From there,
Owens examines the teaching of composition and the ways in which musicians and composers both read and
wrote music. She also considers evidence for composition that occurred independent of writing, such as
composing "in the mind" or composing with instruments. In chapters on the manuscript evidence, she
establishes a typology both of the sources themselves and of their contents (sketches, drafts, fair copies). She
concludes with case studies detailing the working methods of Francesco Corteccia, Henricus Isaac, Cipriano
de Rore, and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina.

This book will change the way we analyze and understand early music. Clear, provocative, and painstakingly
researched, Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 makes essential reading for
scholars of Renaissance music as well as those working in related fields such as sketch studies and music
theory.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Knowlton:

Often the book Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after reading this book.

Jarred Chisolm:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Composers at Work: The Craft of
Musical Composition 1450-1600, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Kurt Chapman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Composers at Work: The Craft of
Musical Composition 1450-1600 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Earl Wright:

This Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 is completely new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Composers at
Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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