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Renowned scholar of medieval literature, Lee Patterson, presents a compelling vision of the shape and
direction of Geoffrey Chaucer’s entire career in Chaucer and the Subject of History.

Chaucer'sinterest in individuality was strikingly modern. At the same time he was profoundly aware of
the pressures on individuality exerted by the past and by society—»by history. Thistension between the
subject and history is Patterson's topic. He begins by showing how Chaucer’s understanding of history asa
subject for poetry—a world to be represented and a cultural force affecting human action—began to take
shape in his poems on classical themes, especialy in Troilus and Criseyde. Patterson's extended analysis of
this profound yet deeply conflicted exploration of the relationship between "history" and "the subject"
provides the basis for understanding Chaucer's shift to his contemporary world in the Canterbury Tales.
There, in the shrewdest and most wide-ranging analysis of late medieval society we possess, Chaucer
investigated not just the idea of history but the historical world intimately related to his own political and
literary career.

Patterson's chapters on individual tales clarify and confirm his provocative arguments. He shows, for
example, how the Knight's Tale represents the contemporary crisis of governance in terms of acrisisin
chivaric identity itself; how the Miller’s Tale reflects the social pressures and rhetoric of peasant movements
generally and the Rising of 1381 in particular; and how the tales of the Merchant and Shipman register the
paradoxical placement of a bourgeois class lacking classidentity. And Patterson's brilliant readings of the
Wife of Bath’'s Tale—"the triumph of the subject"—and the Pardoner’ s Tale —"the subject of
confession"—reveal how Chaucer reworked traditional materials to accomplish stunning innovations that
make visible unmistakably social meanings. Chaucer and the Subject of History is alandmark book, one
that will shape the way that Chaucer is read for years to come.
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From reader reviews:
Cheryl Dawkins:

In other case, little people like to read book Chaucer and the Subject of History. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a new book Chaucer and the
Subject of History. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christopher Barnes:

The reserve with title Chaucer and the Subject of History has alot of information that you can discover it.

You can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Johnnie Gonzales;

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Chaucer and the
Subject of History which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Tony Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Chaucer and the
Subject of History.
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