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In a world of extreme makeovers, this book is a thoughtful, adventure-filled, witty look at what the space we
live in says about us, the pleasures of home renovation projects great and small, and how home renovation
can change our lives.

Few things define us as powerfully as the place where we live. The size and location of a house may reveal
basic facts about our financial or social status, but it is the personal touches -- a paint color or a homemade
desk -- that reflect our aspirations, our tastes, our secret desires.

In Sheetrock & Shellac, David Owen recounts his renovation and home construction projects in small-town
Connecticut -- from catching the home improvement bug while watching workmen replacing a leaky roof to
his first tentative foray into DIY (successfully building an enclosure for a bathroom radiator that had "turned
into a sort of low-tech factory for converting splattered urine into odor and dust"). As his skill grows, so does
his confidence: replacing a broken light switch turns into wiring an entire room, making bookcases is
followed by building an office. Some of the more overly imaginative projects -- for instance, an ambition to
install sinks and hot and cold faucets in all the rooms of the house -- never come to fruition but are
amusingly recounted for other intrepid home designers.

Owen's two-hundred-year-old farmhouse provides numerous occasions for home improvement projects, and
layers (literally) of fascination. Owen quickly learns the hard way when to tackle a project himself and when
to turn for help. But soon he's so comfortable with the undertaking that he decides to take the big leap from
renovation to building a completely new home from the ground up. In this case, Owen decides to build a
weekend cabin a mere six miles away from his home. From a discourse on kitchen countertop materials to
the complete history of concrete, to a near-disastrous mishap with a tree, a newly constructed roof, and an
overzealous chainsaw, Owen's journey through home designing and building proves both enthrallingly
educating and hilariously detailed.

New Yorker writer Owen's engaging narrative, filled with a wealth of practical information, hands-on tips,
and canny insights, explores the ways in which the human processes of construction and renovation leave all
the parties transformed. More than a simple how-to, Sheetrock & Shellac is a why-to, a wellspring of savvy
advice and encouragement for anyone who has ever contemplated changing their surroundings and changing
their life.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art
and Science of Home Improvement as the daily resource information.

Susan Jun:

This book untitled Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home
Improvement to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

James Fong:

The guide untitled Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home
Improvement is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Sheetrock & Shellac:
A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Yolanda Harris:

Beside that Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and Science of Home Improvement
in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sheetrock & Shellac: A Thinking Person's Guide to the Art and
Science of Home Improvement because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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