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Laws and cultural norms militated against interracial sex in Virginia before the Civil War, and yet it was
ubiquitous in cities, towns, and plantation communities throughout the state. In Notorious in the
Neighborhood, Joshua Rothman examines the full spectrum of interracial sexual relationships under slavery-
-from Thomas Jefferson, Sally Hemings, and the intertwined interracial families of Monticello and
Charlottesville to commercial sex in Richmond, the routinized sexual exploitation of enslaved women, and
adultery across the color line. He explores the complex considerations of legal and judicial authorities who
handled cases involving illicit sex and describes how the customary toleration of sex across the color line
both supported and undermined racism and slavery in the early national and antebellum South.

White Virginians allowed for an astonishing degree of flexibility and fluidity within a seemingly rigid
system of race and interracial relations, Rothman argues, and the relationship between law and custom
regarding racial intermixture was always shifting. As a consequence, even as whites never questioned their
own racial supremacy, the meaning and significance of racial boundaries, racial hierarchy, and ultimately of
race itself always stood on unstable ground--a reality that whites understood and about which they
demonstrated increasing anxiety as the nation's sectional crisis intensified.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Dewees:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Notorious in the
Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 to read.

Virginia Benoit:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Notorious in
the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861, you could tells your
family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Benjamin Torres:

The book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Mellisa Holden:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Notorious in
the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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