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Robert Alter’s award-winning translation of the Hebrew Bible continues with the stirring narrative of
Israel’s ancient history.

To read the books of the Former Prophets in this riveting Robert Alter translation is to discover an
entertaining amalgam of hair-raising action and high literary achievement. Samson, the vigilante superhero
of Judges, slaughters thousands of Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. David, the Machiavellian prince
of Samuel and Kings, is one of the great literary figures of antiquity. A ruthless monarch, David embodies a
life in full dimension as it moves from brilliant youth through vigorous prime to failing old age.

Samson and David play emblematic roles in the rise and fall of ancient Israel, a nation beset by internal
divisions and external threats. A scattering of contentious desert tribes joined by faith in a special covenant
with God, Israel emerges through the bloody massacres of Canaanite populations recounted in Joshua and
the anarchic violence of Judges. The resourceful David consolidates national power, but it is power rooted in
conspiracy, and David dies bitterly isolated in his court, surrounded by enemies. His successor, Solomon,
maintains national unity through his legendary wisdom, wealth, and grand public vision, but after his death
Israel succumbs to internal discord and foreign conquest. Near its end, the saga of ancient Israel returns to
the supernatural. In Elijah’s fiery ascent to heaven many would find the harbinger of a messiah coming to
save his people in their time of need.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua,
Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Ancient Israel: The Former
Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Guenther:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets:
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still question Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A
Translation with Commentary as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

William Devine:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua,
Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A
Translation with Commentary has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading this.

Mattie Regan:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets:
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to



be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Ancient Israel:
The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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